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A flood of malware 

Snorre Fagerland, senior virus analyst

A view from the antivirus lab
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In 1988

A new virus was a major event

Would trigger a flurry of analysis activity worldwide

Analysis could take days

Detailed descriptions would be made for all new viruses
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In 2008

A new malware is usually almost a negligible event

Will trigger a small movement of electrons in automatic systems

Analysis takes seconds or at most minutes

Detailed descriptions are very few. Usually descriptions are made for 

whole families, covering hundreds of malwares.
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Analysis work

Oldfashioned code analysis still used.

Tools have improved greatly since old days

A LOT of work done by automatic systems.
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