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Copy files to and from UiO home area 
(Terminal/Cygwin etc.)



Copy files to and from UiO home area (graphical)



Moving files with the mv command

Move file1.txt to directory mvtest

Pro tip:
mv command can also rename files!
(“moves” file to a new filename)



Non-printing characters
Use cat -v to see “invisible characters”. Typically End of Line (EOL) characters

MS Windows 
newline character



Non-printing characters
EOLs differ between Windows and Unix (including Mac) languages
Use dos2unix command to go from MS Windows to Unix
Use unix2dos command to do the reverse

NB! dos2unix might 
have to be installed. 
Already installed on 
freebee



Everything on a single line!



Delete files with the rm command

NB! There’s no trash can on Unix!
Your files are immediately deleted!

Delete empty directories with rm –r

Delete directories AND 
files within with rm –rf Use with 
caution!!



Viewing files

• cat displays the entire content on the screen
• less displays the content on the screen one file/line at a 

time (press ”q” to exit).
• head/tail displays the first or last lines of a file

Pro tip:
Use the different 
options to tweak the output



Downloading files from the internet
The wget command should work on freebee
Other options are curl or ftp

Right-click and copy the link!



Back up your data!

• Don’t store only on your laptop
• Use M: on UiO machines
• Same as ~/ in Unix environment
• ~/pc/Desktop on login or freebee is the same as M: on UiO

machines


